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livia on the eastern slope of the Andes,
and flowing southeast until it joins
the Paraguay near Asuncion, after which
it forms a part of the boundary between
Paraguay and Argentina. The Pileomayo
has not yet been thoroughly explored, and its
length is estimated at 1,200 miles. Because
it is so shallow during the dry season and
has such strong currents in its narrow places^
the Pileomayo will never attain great com-
mercial value.
PILE, a long post sharpened at one end
and driven into soft earth to support a build-
ing or to make a defense against water. In
the former case a pile is usually a pointed
log of wood, which sometimes is protected
with an iron shoe, to enable it to penetrate
the harder strata of the earth. Piles are
most generally used in temporary structures
to make cofferdams (see cofferdam). The
piles now used are often of concrete.
PIL'GrKIMS, the name first applied by
Governor William Bradford to the body of
English Separatists who established the first
English settlement in Massachusetts, at
Plymouth, Mass., in 1620. He referred to
the colonists as "pilgrims and strangers upon
the earth." Because they separated from
the Church of England they were known as
Separatists, and their first churches were
at Gainsborough and Scrooby. Driven from
England by persecution, in 1608 they estab-
lished themselves at Amsterdam and Leyden,
Holland, and in 1620 emigrated to Amer-
ica. They are also known as the "Pilgrim
Fathers/' See plymouth colony; massa-
chusetts, subhead History.
PILLOEY, pil'o n, an instrument of pun-
ishment in former times. Two boards,
placed with the long, narrow faces together
and joined by hinges, were mounted, their
ends vertical, upon a post supported by a
platform. A hole in the center of this up-
right board held the culprit's neck, and
one on each side his wrists, In early times
the pillory was used as a punishment for
forgery, perjury and other dishonorable of-
fenses. Later, milder offenses were punish-
able in this manner, and many eminent men
were, for libel, for publishing books with-
out license and such indiscretions, exposed
to public ridicule. The pillory was intro-
duced into the American colonies from Eng-
land and was used to punish such offenders
as drunkards and scolds. It "was abolished
by law early in the nineteenth century,
 PI'LOT, a person qualified by experience
and licensed by law to navigate a vessel with-
in a particular district. In some ports each
ship on entering and leaving is compelled to
accept a port pilot to direct navigation. In
the United States the power of regulating
usage with respect to pilots is in the hands
of Congress; however, several states pass
laws for their own respective territories, in
accord with the national laws governing the
subject.
PILOT FISH, a fish belonging to the
mackerel family. It is silver gray in color,
and its body is encircled by live blue-black
bands. The fish is about a foot long, and
is more or less round. The name is prob-
ably attributable to the fish's habit of swim-
ming before ships. This fish is a natural
friend of the shark, which it often accom-
panies, picking up the bits of food its com-
panion overlooks, and, for the time being,
quite safe in such company from attack of
its enemies.
PIMA, pe'ma, one of the principal Indian
tribes living in Southern Arizona a?td North-
ern New Mexico. They are a peaceful tribe,
their wars in almost every instance having
been fought in defense. They aro agricultural
in habits, fertilizing their fields by means of
extensive irrigation canals. Tlie women are
especially adept in wearing water-tight
baskets and in making pottery. Once they
were Pueblo Indians, living farther north,
but having been driven bouth, they built
small, dome-shaped dwellings of brush cov-
ered with earth and straw. They are veiy
strong, industrious, and are noted for their
honesty. There are at present about 4,200
Pimas.
PIMENTO, pi men'tohy a subtropical tree
of the myrtle family, from the dried berries
of which is prepared an important commer-
cial spice known as allspice, Jamaica pepper,
or pimento. The tree, which is an evergreen,
grows to a height of twenty-five feet or more.
The glossy, black berries, which follow the
small white flowers, are gathered before ma-
turity and prepared for the market. The
pimento is a native of the "West Indies and is
extensively cultivated in Jamaica, which pro-
duces most of the allspice of commerce. See
allspice.
PIN*. "We never place any value on a pin
until we need one, and then we wonder how
people once existed without such a eonv$f
ience. Over 47,339,000 gross of

